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Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

SEASCALE PARISH Councit

www. seascale parisheamerl. co.vX

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authonty's internal auditor acting independently and on the
bas:s of an assessment of sk carned out a selective assessment of compliance with the refevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropnate evidence from the authonty

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carned out in accordance with this authonty s needs and planned coverage
On the basss of the findings in the areas examined the internal audit conclusions areé summansed in this table Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the nternal audit conclusions on whether in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial yearto a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority

A. Appropnate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year RV S S

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all ] i
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropnately accounted for ]

| C. This authonty assessed the significant nsks 10 achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements lo manage these

| D. The precept or rates requrement resulted from an adequate budgetary process, progress against

! the budget was regularly monitored. and reserves were appropnate

{ E. Expecled income was fully receved, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

| banked and VAT was appropriately accounted for ] =

| F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts. all petty cash expenditure was approved f

| and VAT appropnately accounted for ] { y

| G. Salanes to employees and allowances o members were paid in accordance with this authonty’s

| approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly apphed v

H. Asset and inv ts regislers were complete and accurate and properly maintained v

1. Benodic bank account reconciliations were properly carmed out during the year V.

v

J. Accounting statements prepared dunng the year were prepared on the comect accounting basis (receipts |
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audt |
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded

K_If the authonty certified itself as exempt from a imited assurance review in 2023/24, it met the i |
exemplion critena and correctly declared Wself exempt (If the authonty had a hirmited assurance
review of s 2023/24 AGAR tick ‘not covered’) i

L. The authonty published the required information on 3 website/webpage up to date at the ime of the i i
\mtemal audt n accordance with the relevant legistation |

M. in the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of s
pubiic nghts as reguired by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (dinng the 2024-25 AGAR penod.
were publc nghts in relation to the 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the websile and/or
authonty approved minutes confimming the dates set) i

N. The autnonty has complied with the pubhication requirements for 2023/24 AGAR 3 ¢ i

| {see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

1<

<

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (inciuding charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a lrustee

For any other nsk areas dentified by this authonty adequate controls existed (list any other nsk areas on separate sheets f needed)

Dateis) memnal audd undertaken Name of person who cammed out the internal auadt
o4 ,C‘Sf’ 2ol s Mh S i BAmfe Ay

Signature of person who < R
camed out the mternal audit a ’?S o Date

*if the response is 'no’ pl state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control

wlslanzs

L4

|dertfied (300 separate sheets if needed)

~Ncis if the response is not covered please slate when the mos! recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned. or, # coverage is not raquired, the annual internal aud report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed)
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. Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

~ledge as the members of

SEASCALE PARISH CoulNCic

« responsibility for ensunng that there i1s 3 sound system

of internal control, including arrangements for

e preparation of the Accounting Statements We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief with

1. We have put in place arrangements for effectve financial
management during the year and for the preparation of
the accounting statements

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025 that

prepared s a

with the Acco

~

We maintained an adequate system of ntemal control
including measures desgned to prevent and getect fraud
and corrupton and revewead s effectiveness

made proper amangements and accepted e
for safequarding the pubic money and res
s charge

w

. We tock all reasonabie steps 1o assure ourselves
that there are nc matters of actual or potential
non-complance with laws. requiatons and Proper
Practices that could have 2 significant fnancial effect
on the abity of ths authority to conduct as
business or manage ds finances

hat it has the l2gal power to do ang has

Jing SO

has only done w
compted with Proper Practices #

4. We provided proper opportunity dunng the year for
the exercise of electors nghts n accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audt Regulations

P

dunng the year gave ail persons interested the 0ppa
nspect and ask questons about this authonty s 8o

5. We carried oul an assessment of the nisks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, incluging the introduction of internal controls and/or
external nsurance cover where required

considered and cocumented the fnancial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properfy

i
1
L

6. We mamntained ghout the year an te and arranged for a competent person ndependent of the financral |
effective system of mtemal audd of the ting controls and procedures. 10 give 2n objective view o% ¥ ther |
records and control systems internal controls meet the needs of this smaler authonty

7. We took appropnate acton on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit

responded fo matters brought o its attention by mtemal and
extemal audit

8. We considered whether any ltigation. habilives or
commaments events or transactions, occumng either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authorty and. where appropriate. have included them
m the accounting statements

»

(For loca! councls only) Trust funds including
chartable In our capacty as the sole managing
trustee we d: ged our b
respansioites for the fund(s)/assets, including
financal reporting and. f required, independent
examination or audt

disciosed everything it should have about iIs business actwly
dunng the year including events taking place sfter the year {
end if relevant |

|

has met all of s responsibi ves where as 3 oody

corporate, it is @ sole managng irustee ofaloca
trust or trusts [

/ |

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority wiii address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annuai

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authonty on

and recorded as minute reference

[

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meating where
approval was given

W=
Wf«).\/\
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,unting Statements 2024/25 tor

SEASCALE PARISH CouNCIL

Year-ending
31 March

2024
£

Notes and guidance

Plaase round all figures to hearesi 1. Do nol leave. any.
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must

agree lo undertying financial records.

ances brought Total balances and reserves at the begnmng of the year
srward 5 17 5 107 b 3 4, as recorded in the financial records Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for 108 rates and tevies)
Levies 25010 5 1020 received or recevable in the year EX clude any grants

recewed

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded 10 the cashbook less

the precep!t or rates/levies recewved (ine 2) Include any
qz 76* 9 3 l‘ 33 grants received

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made (0 and on behalf

of all employees Include gross salanes and wages
3 275 73 4 ‘7 employers Ni contnbubions. employers pension
contnbutions, gratuthes and sevelance payments

5. (-} Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments o) o made dunng the year on the authonty borrowings (if any)

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

65 5 Y 5 ! 4 7 30 3 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan mterest/capital
repayments (fine 5)

7. (=) Balances carned Total balances and reserves at the end of the year Must
forward 1076%Y 1 5485 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

8. Tota! value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts. cash
short term investments 0769 hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

1076 Y 1154 85 To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authonty owns — it 1s made
long term investments 72 675 qu 16 A up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as af
and assets 31 March

10. Tota! borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans

) 0 from third parties (including PWLB)

Eor Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council. as a body corporate
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels

The figures n the accounting statements above
exclude any Trus! transactions

acts as sofe trustee and |

"

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabihty
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance In
Governance and Accountability for Smalier Authonties — 3
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial posion of this authonty

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authonty on this date

as recorded in minute reference

1X\sl2e

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statementy/vere approved
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Seascale Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external

auditors

2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return,
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper
Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

On review of year end reserves it was noted that all of the reserves held by the council appeared to be earmarked for a
specific purpose. Whilst it is understood that councils should not hold large volumes of reserves without purpose, it needs to
be recognised that it is highly unlikely that any budget will account for every eventuality for up to a year in advance and
therefore an element of general reserve is a practical necessity. Best practice suggests this level should be at least 3 months
expenditure as a minimum. The council should monitor its general reserve levels and ensure it takes appropriate action to
redesignate any earmarked reserves for general purposes should it become necessary.

We identified during our initial review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return that boxes 1-6 of Section 2 of the
AGAR do not arithmetically add down to Box 7 by £1 when summed. When rounding the numbers for the Return care should
be taken to ensure boxes 1-6 sum fo box 7 in accordance with Paragraph 2.19 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024 and that
box 7 agrees or reconciles to box 8 as is required per Paragraph 2.23 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024.

The above issues were also raised on the prior year's External Audit Report and hence these issues were not appropriately
actioned. The council therefore should have answered ‘No’ to Assertion 7 of Section 1 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return which relates to taking appropriate action on matters reported from internal and external audit.

Section 2 Accounting Statements has not been correctly completed. Boxes 3 and 6 include transfers between bank current
and reserve accounts which, per Paragraph 2.14 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024, do not represent receipts or payments
for the authority. We would expect these figures to be restated on the next year's AGAR, and marked as such, to bring it to
the attention of the reader.

Section 2 Accounting Statements has not been correctly completed. Box 3 includes a receipt for a duplicated precept receipt.
Whilst we acknowledge that this was the precept body’s mistake, this should have been entered in Box 2 'Annual precept’.
As a result of this we would have expected Assertion 1 on the Annual Governance Statement to be answered 'No'. We
would expect these figures to be restated on the next year's AGAR, and marked as such, to bring it to the attention of the
reader. Box 2 should be £51,020 and Box 3 should be restated accordingly.

The council have confirmed that they have not formally considered all potential risks posed by the current arrangement for
the mower and its storagef/access. Therefore, we would have expected the council to have answered ‘No’ to Assertion 5 of
Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

SEE CONTINUATION PAGE...
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024/25 Continuation Page

...CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Box 11b on Section 2 of the AGAR was submitted with a "No' response however this is inconsistent with the answer given
to trust fund disclosures elsewhere on the AGAR. Given the council are not a sole trustee, the response to this box should
have been 'N/A'.

Incomplete information was provided with the initial supporting data submitted for review with regards to significant variances,
which was later provided on request. The parish council should in future ensure that all the necessary supporting information
is provided with their annual submission.

It has been noted by the chair that historically payment approval schedules were not physically approved, nor were they
minuted as being presented or approved during council meetings. This must be done in future.

We note that there is an arrangement with a supplier whereby no invoices are produced and only additional hours are notified
for payment. The council have informed us that they are rectifying this situation. All arrangements should be made and
minuted at the appropriate council meeting, contracts should be in place and payments should be supported by evidence
and approved through proper process.

Whilst it is clear that the grass cutting arrangement was notified to council over a period of time, the minutes are not sufficient
in their recording of decisions, timings, payment approvals etc. We recommend that the council look to strengthen their
minutes moving forwards. Furthermore, all such arrangements should be subject to formal consideration of terms and
contracts being in place.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and
discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

External Auditor Name Date

MOORE

27/02/2026
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Smaller Authority Name: Seascale Parish Council

NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF ANNUAL AUDIT

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

The audit of accounts for (Smaller Authority Name) Seascale Parish Council __
for the year ended 31 March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Return is available for inspection by any local government elector
in the area of (Smaller Authority Name) Seascale
on application to

(Name of Clerk)
Mrs M Bradley ( supporting vacancy)

(Address of Clerk)

The Library Link, Gosforth Road, Seascale CA20 1PN

(Telephone/email, and hours and arrangements to view)
clerk@seascaleparishcouncil.co.uk

Viewed at the Library Link during opening hours from 19/3/26. Free of charge
for 30 days.

Copies will be provided to any person on paymentof£__ 5.00___ for each copy
of the Annual Return by emailing the clerk.

Announcement made by (Name of Clerk)

Mrs M Bradley

Date of Announcement

19/3/26




