
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024125

ln respect of Seascale Parish Council

i ltespecirve resp*nsibi!iti*s *f the auel!t*i" *nd the &uth*rit,,,

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO) A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 ancl 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - $tps1lg'ryw.naa.Srg.gk/ !.
*-raciicelc u i ci a!eeA1*.!:Iq; melef::lg1;aqdjlqls/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial managemenl is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Pracflces which;

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 3'l March 2025; and
'confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors

?- Hxt*r-nei audit*r" iirnii**j assilranfis opiirir:rr In?4i25
Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuai Governance and Accountability Return,
in ouropinion the information in Sections 1and2 of the Annuai Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper
Practices and no other matters have come to our altention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met-

On review of year end reserves it was noted that all of the reserves held by the council appeared to be earmarked for a
specific purpose. Whilst it is understood that councils should not hold large volumes of reserves without purpose, it needs to
be recognised that it is highly unlikely that any budget will account for every eventuality for up to a year in advance and
therefore an element of general reserve is a practical necessity. Best practice suggests this level should be at least 3 rnonths
expenditure as a minimum, The council should monitor its general reserye levels and ensure it takes appropriate action to
redesignate any earmarked reserves for general purposes should it become necessary.

We identified during our initial review of the Annual Governance and Accountabillty Return that boxes 1-6 of Section 2 of the
AGAR do not arithmetically add down to Box 7 by f 1 when summed. When rounding the numbers for the Return care should
be taken to ensure boxes 1-6 sum to box 7 in accordance with Paragraph 2.19 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024 and that
box 7 agrees or reconciles to box 8 as is required per Paragraph 2.23 o{ JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024.

The above issues were also raised on ihe prior year's External Audit Report and hence these issues were not appropriately
actioned. The council therefore should have answered 'No' to Assertion 7 of Section 1 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return which relates to taking appropriate action on matters reported from internal and external audit.

Section 2 Accounting Statements has not been correctly completed. Boxes 3 and 6 inciude transfers between bank current
and reserve accounts which, per Paragraph 2.14 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024, do not represent receipts or payments
for the authority. We would expect these figures to be restated on the next year's AGAR, and marked as such, to bring it to
the attention of the reader.

Section 2 Accounting Statements has not been correctly completed. Box 3 includes a receipt for a dupllcated precept receipt.
Whilst we acknowledge that this was the precept body's mistake, this should have been entered in Box 2 'Annual precept'.
As a result oi this we would have expected Assertion 1 on the Annual Governance Statement to be answered 'No'. We
rvould expect these figures to be restated on the next year's AGAR, and marked as such, to bring it to the attention of the
reader. Box 2 should be 151,020 and Box 3 should be restated accordingly.

The council have confirmed that they have not formally considered all potential risks posed by the current arrangement for
the mower and its storage/access. Therefore, we would have expected the council to have answered 'No' to Assertion 5 of
Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return"

Other mafiers not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

SEE CONTINUATION PAGE...
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Oiher matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Box 11b on Section 2 of the AGAR was submitled with a 'No' response however this is inconsistent with the answer given
to trust fund disclosures elsewhere on the AGAR. Given the council are not a sole trustee, the response to this box should
have been'NlA'.

lncomplete information was provided with the initial supporting data submitted for review with regards to significant variances,
which was later provided on request" The parish council should in fulure ensure that all the necessary supporting information
is provided with their annual submission.

It has been noted by the chair that historically payment approval schedules were not physically approved, nor were they
rninuted as being presented or approved during council meetings. This must be done in future.

We note that there is an arrangernent with a supplier whereby no invoices are produced and only addltional hours are notified
for payment. The council have informed us that they are rectifying this situation. All arrangements should be rnade and
minuted at the appropriate council meeting, contracts should be in place and payments should be supported by evidence
and approved through proper process.

Whilst it is clear that the grass cutting arrangement was notified to council over a period of time, the minutes are not sufficient
in their recording of decisions, timings, payment approvals etc. We recommend that the council look to strengthen their
minutes moving forwards. Furthermore, all such arrangements should be subject to formal consideration of terms and
contracts being in place.

;1 il>rl*rnal *u*;ir:r i:#riific*t* :'*Z",tri:ii

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuai Governance and Accountability Return, and
discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

External Auditor Name

L MooRE
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Smaller Authority Name:   Seascale Parish Council _________________________________ 

 
 

NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF ANNUAL AUDIT 
 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 

 

1 The audit of accounts for (Smaller Authority Name) Seascale Parish Council __ 

for the year ended 31 March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have 

been published. 

 

2 The Annual Return is available for inspection by any local government elector 

in the area of (Smaller Authority Name)  Seascale _________________________ 

 on application to  

 

(a) (Name of Clerk) 

Mrs M Bradley ( supporting vacancy) ___________________________________ 

 

(b) (Address of Clerk) 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 The Library Link, Gosforth Road, Seascale CA20 1PN ______________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

(c) (Telephone/email, and hours and arrangements to view) 

clerk@seascaleparishcouncil.co.uk_____________________________________ 

 Viewed at the Library Link during opening hours from 19/3/26. Free of charge 

for 30 days. _________________________________________________________ 

  

3 Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £___5.00___ for each copy 

of the Annual Return by emailing the clerk. 

 

Announcement made by (Name of Clerk)  

    Mrs M Bradley _______________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date of Announcement  

 19/3/26 _____________________________________________________________ 


